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Agricultural  Education 


I.  The  Agricultural  Instruction  Act. 

II.  Rural  School  Topics  on  O.  E.  A.  Programme,  March 

26-28,  1913. 

III.  Domestic  Science  Teaching  in  a  Rural  School. 


S.S.  No.  1  DYSART  TP.,  HALIBURTON. 

:T-V  [■  School  improvement  Roes  forward  throughout  the  Province.  Here  the  old  school  has  been 
replaced  by  a  larger  and  better  one  and  additional  land  has  been  purchased.  The  school  grounds 
are  being  graded  and  put  into  shape  for  commencing  a  school  garden  in  the  Spring  of  1913.  Even 
amongst  the  rocky  parts  of  Haliburton,  schools  can  be  made  attractive  and  profitable  instruction  given 
in  Agriculture.  _ _ 
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I.  THE  AGRICULTURAL  INSTRUCTION  ACT 


It  may  be  expected  with  confidence  that  the  next  ten  years  will 
show  great  progress  in  Agricultural  Education  in  Canada.  With 
public  attention  centred  on  the  need  for  re-direction  of  the  country 
school,  and  the  Federal  Government  assisting  financially,  every, 
province  in  Canada  should  be  able  to  make  noteworthy  advances. 

r - - - - - - . - - - - - 

On  January  24th,  1913,  The  Hon.  Martin  Burrell,  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
introduced  a  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  Canada  which  will  be  known 
by  the  above  title  when  it  comes  into  force. 

Preamble.— In  the  preamble  the  purposes  of  the  Act  are  set  forth  as  fol¬ 
lows:  “Whereas  it  is  desirable  that  encouragement  be  given  to  agriculture  in 
all  the  provinces  of  Canada,  and  whereas  great  and  permanent  benefit  will 
result  through  education,  instruction  and  demonstration  carried  on  along  lines 
well  devised  and  of  a  continuous  nature:  Therefore,  His  Majesty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Commons  of  Canada,  enacts 
as  follows.”  ^ 

Summary.— Briefly  summarized,  it  is  proposed  to  set  aside  and  pay  out 
from  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  of  Canada,  the  sum  of  $10,000,000  during 
'the  next  ten  years,  commencing  with  a  disbursement  of  $700,000  the  first  year 
and  increasing  the  amount  gradually  for  five  years  until  the  yearly  appropria¬ 
tion  is  $1,100,000. 

The  money  will  be  distributed  amongst  the  provinces  in  proportion  to 
the  population;  it  will  be  spent  under  plans  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Minister 
and  provincial  Governments  concerned. 

In  his  speech  introducing  and  explaining  the  Bill  Mr.  Burrell,  after 
acknowledging  the  work  done  by  Mr.  C.  C.  James,  said: 

“It  is  not  necessary  in  this  day  and  hour  to  defend  or  justify  generous 
assistance  to  agriculture.  We  all  recognize  the  soundness  of  such  a  doctrine. 
To  increase  the  farmers’  output;  to  improve  the  conditions  of  rural  life;  to 
swell  the  numbers  of  those  who  till  the  fields, — to  do  these 'things,  even  in  the 
very  attempting  of  them,  we  are  doing  something  to  solve  the  greatest  problems 
and  avert  many  of  the  manifest  evils  that  face  us  in  modern  life.”  .  .  . 

“We  then,  in  this  Parliament  who  are  making  the  laws  of  the  nation  may 
well  ask  ourselves:  in  what  may  can  we  best  solve  these  questions  of  great 
national  concern?  It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  safe-guarding  of  its  productive 
classes  is  a  matter  of  primary  and  fundamental  importance  to  the  nation.  But 
in  regard  to  the  agriculturaal  life  of  our  country  it  is  not  alone  a  betterment 
of  economic  conditions  that  we  should  aim  at,  but  something  finer — the  creation 
of  a  rural  civilization  which  will  at  once  insure  a  fuller  and  happier  life  to 
those  in  its  midst,  and  prove  a  source  and  fount  of  strength  to  the  State  itself.” 

“In  so  far  as.  this  federal  Government  is  concerned,  we  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  we  can  best  help  on  this  great  work  by  freely  and  generously 
assisting  the  cause  of  agricultural  education.  If  we  are  told  that  this  is  an 
innovation,  we  answer  that  it  is  the  people’s  money,  drawn  from  them,  and 
that  it  is  not  only  defensible  but  desirable  that  such  money  should  be  spent 
in  what  we  believe  to  be  the  most  efficient  way  to  attain  the  objects  referred 
to.  In  choosing  education  or  instruction  as  a  desirable  line  which  federal 
expenditure  should  take  we  are  following  the  best  methods  of  the  most  pro¬ 
gressive  countries.”  .  .  . 

“Help  given  in  an  educational  direction  not  only  means  better  farming, 
but  better  farmers  and  better  and  happier  men  and  women.  The  particular 
form  such  assistance  may  take  may  vary  with  the  special  needs  and  conditions 
in  each  province.  It  will  embrace  the  increasing  of  the  efficiency  and  equip¬ 
ment  of  our  agricultural  colleges;  the  establishment  of  agricultural  schools  of 
dairying  and  horticultural  schools;  of  short  courses  in  agriculture;  the  in¬ 
itiation  of  agricultural  teaching  in  the  public  schools  and  work  by  travelling 
or  located  qualified  instructors.  It  might  well  include  the  valuable  educational 
work  carried  on  by  means  of  demonstration  trains,  training  of  teachers  in 
nature  study  and  the  invaluable  work  of  domestic  science  concerned  with  the 
women  and  girls  of  our  communities,  whose  influence  will  always  constitute  one 
of  the  most  potent  forces  in  solving  the  problems  we  are  considering.”.  .  .  . 

“We  restrict  the  purposes  of  the  Bill  to  education  because  by  so  doing  we 
get  at  the  true  basis  of  successful  production.  As  any  educational  work  to  be 
effective  must  be  continuous,  we  propose  to  make  the  policy  cover  a  period  of 
ten  years.”  .  .  . 

“We  have  in  mind  a  general  conference  each  year  with  representatives 
from  the  provinces  in  order  that  the  work  may  be  co-ordinated,  and  so  avoid 
duplication  between  federal  and  provincial  departments.  We  have  in  mind  also 
development  of  a  publication  office  by  means  of  which  the  people  of  Canada 
will  be  kept  continually  informed  as  to  agricultural  work  in  progress  in  *all 
parts  of  the  country.”  .  .  . 


II.  RURAL  SCHOOL  TOPICS  ON  O.E.A.  PROGRAMME,  March  26-28,  1913 


Meetings  are  held  at  the  University  of  Toronto,  Toronto. 

'  "" 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Public  School  Department  of  the 
Ontario  Educational  Association  has  arranged  a  programme  for  this 
year’s  Easter  Convention  which  includes  many  topics  pertaining  to 
Rural  School  work  and  problems.  The  addresses  and  discussions 
should  yield  large  returns  in  better  schools  and  better  education  for 
the -country  boys  and  girls  of  Ontario. 


Tuesday,  March  26th,  2  p.  m. 

Review  of  Work  of  Teaching  Agriculture  in  Ontario,  1912. — 

S.  B.  Me C ready,  Director  of  Elementary  Agricultural  Education. 

Wednesday,  March  27th,  2  p.  m. 


General  Topic — How  can  the  Condition  of  Rural  Schools  be  Improved  ? 
— Five  minute  addresses. 

i 

Teacher's  Qualification. — Inspector  Tom,  Huron  Co. 

Teacher's  Remuneration. — T.  A.  Reid,  Esq. 

Teacher's  Tenure. — Inspector  McIntosh,  Hastings  Co. 

Inside  Improvement  of  School. — Miss  Ida  Hillman. 

Outside  Improvement  of  School. — E.  J.  Newhouse,  Esq.,  Ritten-. 
house  School,  Lincoln  Co. 

Heeded  Changes  in  Course  of  Study. — S.  B.  McCready,  Esq., 

Guelph. 

Improved  Attendance. — Inspector  Day,  Simcoh  Co. 

Home  Support. — Inspector  Marshall,  Welland  Co. 

Government  Support. — Chas.  G.  Fraser,  Esq.,  Toronto. 

Thursday,  March  28th,  2  p.  m. 


General  Topic — Re-Direction  of  Rural  Schools. — Teaching  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  School  Gardening. — Five  minute  addresses. 

V 

Why  I  Believe  in  Agriculture  in  Schools. — Inspector  Atkin, 
Elgin  Co. 

Good  Effects  of  School  Gardening. — Miss  Lena  M.  Field,  Silver- 
dale,  Lincoln  Co. 

Our  School  Fair. — Miss  Ada  Neelands,  Nobleton,  York  Co. 

Our  New  School. — Miss  Elizabeth  Crone,  Mandaumin,  Lambton  Co. 

Organized  Play  at  Rural  Schools. — Mrs.  E.  A.  Warren,  Danforth, 
York  Co. 

The  Country  School  Literary  Society. — Miss  C.  E.  Horning, 
Stoney  Creek,  Wentworth  Co. 

The  Marden  School.  Effect  of  Schoolmaster’s  Residence  and 
School  Garden. — P.  H.  Buchanan,  Esq.,  Marden,  Wellington  Co. 

Agriculture  in  a  Haliburton  School. — Miss  F.  M.  Pilkey,  Min- 
den,  Halibuton. 

The  Ritteni-iouse  School  :  its  Aims  and  Plans. — F.  J.  Newhouse, 
Esq.,  Vineland  Station,  Lincoln  Co. 

Agriculture  for  the  Country  School  Continuation  Class. — 

W.  B.  Johnston,  Esq.,  Winona,  Wentworth  Co. 

Difficulties,  Possibilities  and  Rewards  of  a  Rural  School 
Teacher. — Mrs.  H.  B.  Miller,  Simcoe,  Norfolk  Co. 

The  New  Rural  Life. — Rev.  Jas.  Anthony,  Agincourt,  York  Co.  > 

3 


III.  DOMESTIC  SCIENCE  IN  AN  ONTARIO  RURAL  SCHOOL 


S.  S.  No.  12  Sidney  Township,  Hastings  County.  Miss  Janet  Smith,  Teacher. 


The  following  well-written  and  interesting  letter  from  Alma  Fox 

will  be  read  with  pleasure  by  those  who  are  seeking  for  a  method  by 
which  to  give  the  girls  in  our  country  schools  some  share  in  the  good 
things  which  instruction  in  Domestic  Science  has  to  offer.  This  kind 
of  work  for  the  girls  may  be  rightly  considered  as  a  part  of  the  teach¬ 
ing  of  Agriculture.  The  interests  of  the  girls  in  the  country  homes  is 
of  just  as  much  importance  as  the  interests  of  the  boys  on  the  farm. 
Such  work  fits  in  well  also  with  garden  work.  The  letter  is  addressed 
to  the  Director  of  Elementary  Agricultural  Education. 


Dear  Sir- _  *  Frankford,  Ont.,  Nov.  14,  1912. 

I  am  a  pupil  in  the  fourth  class  of  S.  S.  No.  12  Sidney.  We  had  a  garden 
at  our  school  for  the  first  time  this  summer.  It  was  very  late  when  we  got  it  in 
for  the  ground  is  low.  After  all,  that  did  not  prevent  us  having  a  nice  garden. 

Last  Arbor  Day  we  went  out  with  some  matches  and  set  fire  to  the  grass 
and  willow  twigs.  One  of  the  trustees  ploughed  it  for  us.  Then  came  the  lay¬ 
ing  of  it  out  and  then  the  preparing  of  the  soil.  The  pupils  from  the  primer  to 
the  second  classes  had  plots  4'  x  8'.  The  third  and  fourth  classes  had  rows  of 
vegetables.  My  vegetables  were  cucumbers  and  beets;  all  were  good.  Behind 
these  were  experimental  plots  containing  one  one-thousandth  of  an  acre  each. 
In  these  were  planted  the  barley,  peanuts,  flax,  sugar  cane,  and  broom-corn 
which  was  sent  to  us  free  from  Guelph.  At  the  front  and  back  is  a  flower 
border.  In  these  were  all  different  kinds  of  flowers.  Each  pupil  in  the  third 
and  fourth  classes  had  a  part  to  take  care  of.  My  part  was  asters.  Inspector 
Clark  gave  us  some  gladiolus  and  dahlia  roots  for  the  back  border.  We  have 
taken  them  in  now.  When  school  started  after  holidays  we  sent  a  bouquet  of 
flowers  to  Mr.  Clark  and  he  showed  them  to  the  editors  of  the  newspapers. 
Many  people  going  past  have  admired  our  garden’s  beauty  very  much.  We  all 
wish  to  try  again  next  year. 

Our  school  has  organized  a  Domestic  Science  Club.  The  president  is  Flor¬ 
ence  Acker  and  I  am  the  secretary.  There  are  seven  members.  Our  teacher 
writes  the  recipes  on  the  back  blackboard  and  we  have  to  try  them  at  home. 
Every  Friday  we  hold  a  meeting  and  each  tells  what  she  cooked  during  the 
week,  whether  it  was  good  or  not  and  what  she  did  with  it,  also  what  we  learned. 
This  is  all  taken  down  by  the  secretary. 

On  September  17th  we  had  a  School  Fair.  There  were  about  thirty  visit¬ 
ors.  The  women  brought  lunches.  Mr.  McIntosh,  the  District  Representative, 
gave  a  lecture.  We  had  tables  along  the  front  of  the  school  and  on  these  were 
put  the  products  of  the  garden.  The  girls  showed  our  canned  vegetables  and 
some  of  the  things  we  learned  about  in  the  Domestic  Science  Club. 

I  will  close,  adding  that  we  were  sorry  you  did  not  get  down  to  see  the 
garden  before  it  froze  up. 

Yours  truly, 


ftjinistry  oi  Education,  Ontario 
Historical  Collection 


4 


Alma  Fox. 


